Smeared

Orchestra: 2 Flutes, 2 Oboes, 2 Bb Clarinets,
2 Eb Saxophones, 2 Horns (in F), 1 Trumpet (in C)

1 Trombone. 1 Percussion (Large Tambourine, Large
Ratchet, Large piece of wood hit by a hammer, Maracas, 4
sets of pebbles). Violins 1, Violins 2, Violas, Cellos and
Double Basses

Programme Note:

Smeared was commissioned by the Ricciotti Ensemble for performances
in open spaces during the summer of 2006. It is a robust and direct work
that brings together many musical ideas. These ideas combine like a
puzzle that both interlocks and splices musical material together that
make the puzzle feel like your fitting pieces together that either do not fit
or are misplaced and forced together. The central section is made from a
spatial gathering of notes that can be played by different combinations of
instrumentalists with more than one to a part creating an echo and
multi-layered effect. I liked the idea of open spaces created within the
music not only the performance place/space. A regular pulse from four
performers hitting pebbles together placed around the performance area
(each playing one crotchet beat) and the gradual increase in speed add to
the intensity of this section and lead to a repeat of the opening minutes of
the score. The work is dedicated to my teacher of exactly twenty years
ago Morton Feldman.

Andrew Toovey 2006

SMEARED WAS COMMISSIONED BY THE RICCIOTTI ENSEMBLE

DURATION SEVEN MINUTES
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